Ever since ita foundation St. Mary's Hospital has been struggling with the utter inadequacy of its accommodation to the needs of the large and growing district to which it ministers. As long ago as 1841, when the district and population were only about half what they are at present, it was thought necesEary that the institution should contain 380 beds, but at that time sufficient funds were not forthcoming to carry out the wishes of the founders, and for many years the charity had to be content with less than half this accommodation, viz., 150 beds.
prepared for a hospital as large as the grounds would admit of, and gradually, bit by bit, the institution has been added to, until at the present time it is as large as the space at the disposal of the Managers would allow. The strain upon its resources, however, continued so great that further room was made by providing sleeping accommodation for the nursing and other staff outside the hospital walls. This has of necessity proved but a temporary alleviation, and so it became absolutely essential that more property should 
